
 

 

 
 

 

 
Japan Earthquake – Asia Pacific Tsunami 

Your help is urgently needed 
 

March 2011 

 
On Friday March 11, a 9.0 magnitude earthquake struck 
japan killing over 6,400 people, injuring over 2,500 and 
killing over 6,400. The death toll for this disaster now 
surpasses the death toll after the Kobe earthquake 
twenty years ago making this Japan’s worst disaster in 
recent memory. 
 
The World Bank is now estimating this disaster has 
caused between $15 – 35 Billion in damage. 
 
In addition, the earthquake has caused instability at 
nuclear power plants – the worst currently being the 
Fukushima plant and response authorities are 
evacuating the 20 kilometre exclusion zone around the 
plant. 

 
This disaster is worse than anything that could have been expected or prepared for and emergency 
personnel are struggling to meet the overwheling humanitarian needs on the ground. 

 

Reports from the ground indicate the most urgent priorities include search and rescue, emergency 
medical assistance, psychosocial support and basic necessities. 

The scale of this disaster is enormous and once immediate needs are met it will take years to help 
people rebuild their homes, lives and communities. 

 

Red Cross Response 
 

The Red Cross response to this disaster was immediate. The Japanese Red Cross has an official 
role as part of the National Disaster Response Plan in Japan. Their role and area of expertise in 
disaster response focuses on supporting evacuations, emergency health and distribution of relief 
supplies. 

The Japanese Red Cross has a strong disaster response capacity in country consisting of over 60,000 
staff members and 2 million registered volunteers. From this pool the Red Cross has mobilized 82 
emergency teams (consisting of over 400 health and disaster response personnel) are currently on the 



 

 

ground providing emergency medical assistance, assisting in evacuations and distributing urgently 
needed supplies including over 30,000 blankets. 
 
International Red Cross has mobilized to support response efforts in affected communities sending in 
two trained emergency response experts. Additional emergency personnel and supplies (including 
20,000 tents) are on standby for rapid deployment if needed. 
 
The Canadian Red Cross is working closely with the Japanese Red Cross to support response efforts 
in country and has already sent $5 Million in Canadian donations to support their immediate 
operations. 
 
The Canadian Red Cross has deployed a disaster response expert to Japan to participate in a high 
level advisory committee to assist the Japanese Red Cross in creating a longer term recovery plan. 

 

At this time, the Japanese Red Cross has indicated their greatest need is financial resources and has 
requested the support of the Canadian Red Cross in raising funds to support response operations 
underway in affected communities.  
 
As the scale of this disaster unfolds additional stock, personnel and financial resources will be 
mobilized to support the Japanese Red Cross efforts to help people rebuild their lives. 
 

"The compassion the Canadian people have demonstrated over the past week through their 

generous support to the Canadian Red Cross is incredibly uplifting at a time when we are dealing 

with a such an immense humanitarian tragedy. This financial support is very much needed and 

continues to be welcomed to help the hundreds of thousands of lives that will forever be changed by 

this disaster."    

Satoshi Sugai  

Director International Relief Division  

Japanese Red Cross Society  

 

 

 

 

Please give generously 

The Canadian Red Cross is committed to supporting those affected by this disaster. Canadians 
wishing to support Red Cross relief efforts in Japan and the Asia Pacific region are encouraged to 
make a financial donation.  

• A $10 donation will send a bucket and jerry can for a family to collect and store clean drinking 
water, helping to prevent the spread of water-borne diseases. 

• A $25 donation will send five blankets to a family in need of warmth.  
• A $60 donation will send hygiene items to two families who were forced to flee their homes 

with nothing.  
• $364 donation will provide a tent for a family left homeless after disaster strikes. 

 



 

 

 
Make your donation to the Japanese Earthquake-Asia Pacific Tsunami response: 

Canadians are encouraged to support Red Cross relief efforts by making a financial donation to 
the Canadian Red Cross “Japan Earthquake/Asia-Pacific Tsunami” fund.  

Donations can be made online at www.redcross.ca/helpnow, by calling toll free 1-800-418-1111or 
by mailing a donation to: 

Canadian Red Cross  
1305 11 Avenue SW 
Calgary, AB 
T3C 3P6 
 

Want to help in other ways? Contact your local Red Cross office to learn about: 

• Organizing an event to raise funds in your community.  

• Setting up an employee giving campaign at your workplace.  

 

Donors to the Canadian Red Cross will receive a charitable tax receipt. 
 
Note: Donations of food, clothing and other items are well-intentioned. However, the tremendous processing 
and transportation costs involved in shipping these items makes them impractical and therefore donated goods 
are NOT accepted. Financial donations remain the best way to get the most appropriate help to the region 
quickly. 


